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A few items have come up since I returned to Washington about TM&J
I would like to get your reaction and cements. ~ the f~st Places
AFSVP has nominated Colonel H. K. Gilbert as Comander TU 13. !:tie he
is in the desert on the UPSHOT/KNOTHOLE series, Captain N. E. Ki-ngsleYj
as his deputy, is hmding all matters pertaining to TU 13. As far as
General Clarkson is concerned, Ubert and K@@ey are satisfactiv;
however, he wants ta know if the two men are acceptable to YOU.
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Secondly, my otfice is arranging a Special Air ~ssion to Eniwetok
fi June. T/eqct to leave here the morning of 8 June and pick up YOU,

N Ogle, and others before flying on to Had. We v&U be gone about
10 days, including three days in Eniwetok and a day and a half in Hatii.
General Clarkson is very anxious to have you along when he orients the
new task goup commanders on CASTE mquiremnts in the Forward Area.
Please let m lmow ●s soon as possible whether this date is agreeable
with you and who, besides the task group comanders, you feel should gO
along. Perhaps Dr. York?

Also, please look over this memorandum Ace Pate passed to Genera
Clarkson pertairun“ g to weather phenomena and let me know your reaction
to it. You will recall that I discussed this idea tith PU dur~ IVY.
I agree with Ace that, if we can adopt the concept, the hportance of
mind direction will becom less critical. There$s no great hurry on this
iteub

And now that everything seems to be going so aumothly at Nevada~
perhaps you would Ulce to wrestle with a couple CASl!13Probl- for
diversion.

Now that Bikini becoms the center of five-sixths of all our acti-
vities, Eniwetok diminishes b importance as far M -q aWFfi
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problems are concerned. Changes in fitq support concepts may need a
little re-~ in light of recent changes h shot sites and nbers. ~
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‘he first revision fi our ndditary sup~rt concept which General
Clarkson considers logical is the basing of the Air Task Group at Kwaja-
lein. Gur original.fitention of basing that group at ‘R&wetok certainly
was in consonance with the old idea of shooting several shots at ‘-wetok
and only one or two at Ml&i. But now that Bikini is the center of acti-
vity for most of the operation it doesnlt matter~ from an operational
standpoint, where the Air Task Group is based. Jjowever,from a m~ey
standpoint, it wilL be much cheaper to base the group at Kwajalekq This
concept should appeal to the MC since the ‘~wetok Rehabilitation Reject
muld be substantially reduced in scope, and C4meral CH.arksoncontemplates
use of Task Force funds to make Kwajalein suitable for re-use. In
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considering the return to lhajaleti, we studied all the operational h
p~cations such as sampling, staging the samplers through Eniwetok on
the last shct, communications, distances and control, and we are convinced
that no new problems would be involved. Consequently, unless 3-OUhave
cogent reasons to the cont~, we intend to coordinate this revision in
concept tith the UC, CIECPAC, lkrajaleinand CTG 7.4.

There is a second izqxrtant problem that needs more thinking in
U@t of our new shot ooncept. In considering the fact that Bi!dni now
becomes the principal area of actitity, it canbe easily deduced that
where the shot sites are located, that is where the bulk of your
scientific personnel wXU always want to be; where ke~ scienttiic and 7.1
operations people are located, that is where the sup-j’artand lift problems
will 3ie; where the support problems lie, that is whe’kethe Tas~:Torte
Comander and his operational people ought to be. 1{0mat~r what iS done
to curtail it, evexyone will either have or create a need to be at
Bikini. Once at Mkini, those people Eving afloat will either have or
create a need to be ashore to get their jobs done. This, I think, is a
mxd.istic picture of what wiU probably take place, despite rany written
words to the contrary. If this is reasonably true, what wnuld your
attitude be to an idea aubstantiXUy as follows?

1. SstabMsh a rudimmtary tent caq at “q Island for not
more that 500 tenants and perhaps 150 overhead personnel. (These figures

are probably high). The 500 t=nants to be broken down so.nevherealong
these lines: 350 for principal people of 7.1 and 7.5, and 150 tot~ for
Task Force and military task group headquarters personnel.

2. Mobile faciMtiss to -tide camp utflties, and messing
under field conditions. Camp to be evacuated for less than a 24-hour
period on the Sd, f+thand 5th shots, by all except firing party btier
Persoml. ‘l%istemporary setup might well serve as a base camp site for
a aubeequmt operation.

3. If you contemplatedetonatingall the Mkini dewices
.

rermtelyfnm the AGC, and ~ m511 not serve any =jor P~*J h~
●

about extending the Eninm Island camp to accommodate all exce@ thos.
i

key personnel who wiU be aboard the AGC with you and Genera ~rkson?
-.,
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MS idea has rot been broadly discussed beyond CJTF and the J-3
shop. It merely c~me about when we realized that a transprt hired for
about a haM-million dollars will not complete~ solve the billeting and
operating problen for as many cabin-class people who must be at BiM,
because these people will operate better and will prefer to remain ashore
under field conditions rather than stay aboard any vessel for many weeks.
!/ecan and will get a tranqort for a half-milMon if necessary, but will

it still be necessary when everyone starts a mss movenent ashore as was
done right after lZKE? you thoughts on ttis subject would give us an

~g of whether the idea is worth pursuing.

I noted with great interest all the publicity you and Paul Preuss
received b the local
A fine picture of you
night. It is nice to

-papersin connection with the-first shot yesterday.
ap-mared in the ‘,’:ashingtonZve@ Star the other
knoIYsuch famous pople.

Very trulyyews p
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